Synergy: Facets of Research in Open Learning
Weakness of Conventional System of Education: The conventional
system of Education, according to the policy frame of the UGC
(Development of Higher Education in India: A policy frame) suffers
from the following three major weaknesses:
a)     .....It neglects social objectives
b)     Our educational system promotes and maintains double standards
in Education. There is a minority of educational institutions of
high quality.....and a large number of institutions which........do
not have any standards worth speaking about.
c)      Though the formal system of education has expanded enormously,
it is the upper and middle classes which are the principal
beneficiaries of this system.
Since Independence the formal system of education has been
strengthened but its benefits mostly go to the well-to-do classes who
use it to "strengthen and perpetuate the privileges". The restricted
approach to education of the Britishers has continued for long, even
after Independence. It has helped a few sections of society and deprived
thousands and thousands who cannot take advantage of the formal
system of education.
Search for Open Learning System: The search for throwing open
the Ivory Towers' began in England with a view to equalising educational
opportunities. In other words along with political democracy,
democratisation of education (on par with political democracy) started
in England, perhaps in realisation of the fact, that society has a
responsibility to provide educational opportunities to all those who want
education but who cannot make it due to in-built constraints of the
formal system of education.
In order to provide genuine equality of opportunity to millions of
people, the need for the open education system is greater in India than
elsewhere in the world. "The Object", according to the University Enquiry
Commission of Bihar Government 1983," of this University should be
to help those who wish to get higher education through self-effort and
the University system need not force any one whether employed.... or
not to join a college for receiving education or studying for a University
degree. It should be open to all to employ their spare hours to learn
through self effort for qualifying themselves for the University "degree".
However, the credit for starting an Open University, an innovation
in the field of conservative systems of education, goes to Britain. Realising
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